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| NT. STAGE

W open on a stage, watching fromthe rear of the audience,
sl ow ng tracki ng al ong behind their heads as they nove about
trying to get a good view of the host.

W reach the aisle and begin to nove downwar ds.

On the stage is a coffee table, holding a sel ection of
burning candles. On either side of the table is a |eather
arnchair.

Standing in front of the coffee table is M KE HANSON.

M KE is a good | ooking, African-American of about 35 years

old. He is dressed in slacks, shirt and jacket. He wears no
tie with the shirt... he is saying "I'’msmart yet casual"..
"Trust nme"... "I’myour friend"

M KE stands in one place. His right armis held across his
chest and his left hand is raised so that he can
t houghtfully rub his chin. Hs eyes are cl osed.

M KE opens his eyes and takes a breath before | ooking up at
t he audi ence.

A murnmur ripples through the crowd, as if they know what is
com ng.

M KE
| sense sadness from soneone.

The murmur beconmes a wave of chatter and people nod in
agr eenent .

M KE (CONT...)
A man... a young man... taken from
us before his tine.
(shakes head)
Tr agi c.

Peopl e shuffle in their seats and a whinper is heard.
M KE raises a hand to silence themand they do as he w shes.

M KE ( CONT...)

|"mseeing an "M word... a nane...
| think.

(pauses)
Matt... Matthew... no... he says
that’s wong.

(pauses)
Matty... he says you' |l know him as
Matty.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

A cry cones fromthe audi ence and M KE gives a synpat hetic
smle.

M KE (CONT...)
Does that nmake sense to anybody?

A young wonan in the audience raises her hand... This is
CAROLI NE

M KE (CONT...)
[t’s OK... he's fine.

CAROLI NE
| knew Matty.
M KE
He’s showing ne a rel ationship..
his sister... Is that right?
CAROLI NE
Step sister...
M KE
Yes... that’s right... but he says
you' re confused by this... Does

t hat make sense?
CAROLI NE begins to cry and nods her head.

The woman sat next to CAROLI NE | ooks at her with a frown on
her face... This is WENDY

M KE
He says that what you did was not
wWr ong.

VEENDY

What ' s he tal ki ng about ?

M KE
Momis that you?

VENDY turns her attention from CARCLINE to M KE

VENDY
Yes, Honey... This is Mom
M KE
He says not to blame her... It was

| ove that brought them together.
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VENDY
| knewit... | knewit.

M KE
He asks that you |l ove her and the
child... He says |ove your

gr andson.

CAROLI NE stands and we see she is pregnant.

CAROLI NE
(surprised)
Its going to be a boy... is Mtty
sure.
M KE
He says that |ove makes everything
right.

VEENDY st ands and turns on CARCLI NE.

VEENDY
| shoul da known... | marry your
father and |l et you into ny house
and you do this.

CAROLI NE
You can’t blame ne for... if you'd
have given Matty sone freedom
VENDY
| kept him safe.
M KE
Pl ease... Matty doesn’t want this.
CAROLI NE

Safe...? He' s dead.

VEENDY sl aps CARCLI NE.

M KE
Matty’'s crying... he wants you to
get al ong.

VENDY
(shouts)
Shut up!!!

CARCLI NE

He only cane to nme because | nade
hi m happy.
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M KE
He wants you to | ove each ot her
i ke he | oved you.

Bot h VENDY and CAROLI NE turn to face M KE.

VENDY AND CAROLI NE
(shout s)
Shut up!!!

MKE turns to another canera with a strained smle on his
f ace.

M KE
W' Il revisit the other side right
after this short break.

CALVIN (Q. S)
And cut to comrerci al

As this announcenent i s nmade we hear. ..

VENDY
Way you little bitch

VEENDY and CAROLI NE start fighting, tearing into each other
with clawi ng fingers, slapping, scratching and pulling hair.

Security run up towards them attenpting to pull them apart.

W follow M KE as he | eaves the stage. CALVIN pats M KE on
t he shoul der.

CALVI N
Ratings are gold, Mke... Wio's the
star?
M KE
(two thunmbs up)
| am
(to self)
Asshol e.

M KE drops into a seat, the snile leaving his face.

A young runner conmes over with a cup of coffee... This is
SOPHI A.
SOPHI A
(nervous)

Bl ack... One sugar.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

M KE
Two suagrs... Thanks.

M KE takes the cup and | eans back in the seat.

SOPHI A goes to wal k away.

M KE
Hey kid... whats your name?

SOPHI A
Sophi a.

M KE

(nods)

Sophia... can | give you sone
advi ce?

SOPHI A
Sure, M Hanson.

M KE
Firstly call nme Mke... Secondly
get out...

SOPHI A
Excuse ne?

M KE
This business.... Get out before it
chews you up and turns you into one
of them

SOPHI A
You can’t nean that, M Han...
M ke.

M KE
Believe ne... | do.

SOPHI A
But | ook at you... you help so nany
peopl e.

A make up worman cones over and starts touching up MKE S
face.

M KE
Don’t believe everything you see...
Its all done with snoke and
mrrors.
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SOPHI A
They come here to listen to you..
They hang on every word you pass on
to them

M KE
Yeah and | was | doing the sane
hustl e on street corners ten years
ago... The only difference here is
that | get paid a whole [ ot nore.

The make up wonan fini shes and di sappears.

M KE (CONT...)
They don’t cone to see ne... They
cone because they can’t let go...
It could be anyone up on that
st age.

SOPHI A
No... They trust you.

M KE
They shoul dn’t.

M KE takes a drink of the coffee.

M KE
| " mjust another charl atan.

PRODUCER ( Q. S)
W' re back on in twenty seconds.

M KE hands the cof fee back to SCPH A.

M KE
Thi nk about what | said.

SOPHI A wat ches M KE head back to the stage and the audi ence
that is eager to hear nore fromthe dearly departed.

M KE drops into one of the | eather chairs and faces the
caner a.

CALVI N
And we're on in... five... four...
t hr ee. .

CALVIN silently signals the "two’ and the 'one’ and then...

M KE
Wel come back to the other side with
me, M ke Hanson.... W’ ve already

( MORE)
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M KE (cont’ d)
had sone excitenent here in the
studio and | have a strong feeling
that nore is on the way.

M KE st ands, clasping his hands together.

M KE
Sonething tells ne that soneone is
about to get quite the surprise.

From above the stage we hear a | oud bang and M KE | ooks up
to see a light fitting falling towards him

M KE
Ch Shi. ..

As the light hits we...
CUT TO BLACK
TI TLE: THE OTHER SI DE
CUT TO
DREAM SEQUENCE: | NT. BALLROOM - NI GHT
**This sequence to be shown in sepia**

An old style band is playing on the stage and MKE is there,
singing. He is dressed in a white suit.

Some people are up and dancing to the tune and others are
sat at tables, eating and drinking as waiters and waitresses
serve them

One of the waitresses | ooks over at M KE and waves... This
is ELLA. MKE returns the gesture with a w nk.

A man, ol der and | ean noves through the audi ence. And as he
goes he touches people on the shoul der.

This man is BALDW N
Each person BALDW N touches falls dead, faces in their food.
BALDW N keeps gl anci ng over at M KE who has stopped singing.

The audi ence are now | aughing and pointing at M KE who | ooks
down to discover he is no | onger wearing pants.

BALDW N noves towards ELLA.
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M KE
(yells)
BALDW N snmi | es and nods as he reaches out for ELLA.

M KE goes to hel p ELLA but the band grab himand hold him
back.

As BALDW N touches ELLA. ..
M KE
(yells)
No! !l
CUT TO
| NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - DAY
MKE sits up as..
M KE
(croaks)

M KE sl unps back onto the pillow with a noan of pain,
scrunching his eyes shut against the brilliant |ight that
comes in through the w ndows.

M KE S head i s bandaged.
CALVIN enters the roomjust at this nonent.
CALVI N

Can it be true... sleeping beauty
has awoken

M KE
(eyes still closed)
Go away Cal vin.
CALVI N
s that anyway to talk to your
pr oducer ?

M KE opens one eye and | ooks at CALVIN.

M KE
| hate you..

CALVIN smles fromear to ear.
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CALVI N
W both know that ain’t true.

CALVI N turns to | eave.

M KE
Where you goi ng?

CALVI N
To get a doctor and nake a call...
the world needs to know that M ke
Hanson didn’t go towards the light.

M KE
(closing his eyes again)
Get out.
CALVI N | eaves, | aughi ng.

M KE pushes his head back into the pillow and takes three
deep breat hes.

SOPH A (Q.S)
Hi .
M KE opens his eyes again and | ooks over to the door. SOPHI A

is standing there with a bunch of flowers and a cup of
cof f ee.

M KE
(smles)
Those for nme?

SOPHI A
Fl oners yes... Coffee no.

M KE
Shane.

SOPHI A seens to hesitate at the door

M KE
Cone in... sit down.

SOPHI A | ooks down the corridor.

SOPHI A
|’mnot sure if | shoul d.

M KE
|"d Ii ke the conpany... and | need
sonmeone to tell nme what happened.

SOPHI A | ooks down the corridor again.
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SOPHI A
K.

SOPHI A enters and we. ..
CUT TO



